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50 year anniversaries
On April 20, 1963 a youthful Mr C Dickerson, known
universally as “Dick”, was initiated into Dacre Lodge No. 2086.
Exactly 50 years later to the day, on April 20, 2013, he was
presented with a 50 years’ service to masonry certificate by
W.Bro Tom Hedderson, Assistant Provincial Grand Master.
Lodge secretary Richard Varley said: “During those 50 years
Dick has risen from the rank of entered apprentice to Grand
Officer.
“His input and achievements in Dacre Lodge are a source
of great pride to the members and we are pleased to
congratulate him on reaching this milestone.”
He is pictured in front of the Dacre banner, the symbolism of
which he can explain at length, with W.Bro Hedderson.
Dick was also presented with a gift from Lodge members as a
mark of their esteem.
W.Bro Varley said: “He is a very regular attendee at both
Lodge meetings and committee meetings where his
experience and knowledge are highly valued.
“We wish Dick well for the future and many more hours of
enjoyment in freemasonry.”

■■W.Bro Dickerson and W.Bro Tom Hedderson

■■W.Bro Richard Stevenson SLGR
and and V.W.Bro Alan Atkinson
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At Verulam Lodge’s May
meeting W.Bro Richard
Stevenson SLGR was
presented with his 50-year
certificate by V.W.Bro Alan
Atkinson.
Initiated into Ceylon
Lodge, he progressed
through the offices and
was installed as Worshipful
Master in June 1970.
He then took on several
offices including Chaplin
and in 1991 he was
awarded SLGR.
He later resigned from
Ceylon Lodge and in
recognition of his long and
loyal service they made
him an honorary member.
He joined Verulam Lodge
in 2009 where he continues
to be an active participant.

Verulam Lodge stalwart
W.Bro Bob Francis had half a
century’s service to masonry
recognised recently.
He was presented with a
50-year certificate by V.W.Bro
Alan Atkinson.
Originally initiated into
Darrell Lodge 5945 in Rugby,
W.Bro Bob joined Verulam
Lodge 6131 in 1977 where
he has been a very active
member.
Soon after moving to St
Albans in 1977 he was
invested as Worshipful Master
in his mother Lodge and
commuted regularly between
St Albans and Rugby.

■■W.Bro Bob Francis and V.W.Bro
Alan Atkinson

Well known for his organ playing in the Province, Bro Les
Jones has not only completed 50 years in Freemasonry,
but has also given 50 years of sterling service at the same
time.
Les was born in London within the sound of Bow Bells
and is thus a true Cockney. The family moved to Cheshunt
when he was a boy and attended a school in Waltham
Cross where his interest in music started when he was
taught to play the piano by a trumpet player.
He married Vera in 1950 and they will soon be celebrating
their 64th anniversary. They had two sons. Les served
in the Royal Air Force and then joined the Metropolitan
Police, serving 30 years. While in the Air Force a young
magician taught him some tricks and as Les says, “I caught
the bug”. He later became a member of the Magic Circle.
After retirement he used his magic talent to supplement
his pension, but also to raise funds for Masonic charities.
His Masonic career started in London in Prolate Lodge
5029, later joining Brookmans Park and Corinthian Lodges.
He is also in Chapter, KT and Mark.
As a police officer, he appeared on television in Blue Peter
when he used his talent for magic and humour to explain
to children the dangers of fireworks. He also appeared in
a show with the cast of Eastenders to raise funds for the
widow of PC Blakelock killed in the Broadwater Farm riots.
He has entertained many Lodges with his music and magic,
raising funds for charity and also the new Provincial Office
Although claiming to have now retired, he still plays the
organ in his own Lodge and he says he would also play
when a Lodge is really stuck.

■■Bro Les Jones

Museum newsletter

In a past issue of Provincial News, I
reported on the exciting finds of the
Patent and regalia of George Harvey,
the second Provincial Grand Master of
Hertfordshire from 1803 to 1831.
Now, a further search of Ashwell House
has revealed his Royal Arch regalia.
While PGM of Hertfordshire there were
no Chapters in the Province and he was
appointed Grand Superintendent of
Cambridgeshire from 1802 to 1807. This
panel will form an excellent centrepiece
for the forthcoming small Royal Arch
display we will have to commemorate
the bicentenary.
Two Masonic snuff boxes have recently
been donated, together with a number

By Brian Tierney,
Museum Curator

of clay pipes. I feel sure there must be
more around which would add to the
collection.
On a far more serious matter, many will
know of the recent serious major theft
of valuable jewels from the Masonic
centres in Twickenham and Surbiton.
There has now been a minor theft of
two important jewels from a display
at one of our own centres. It is vital
everyone takes a close inspection of
security, both of the centre’s property
and Lodge and Chapter effects.
The response to my various appeals for
artefacts and archives continues to bring
in many new items. Please do continue.
The Province certainly now has a
collection and archive that it can be very
proud of, but still more is needed.
Can I again repeat the need for correct
keeping and storage of Lodge and
Chapter official records. Loose leaf
records are not permitted, both of
minutes and attendance registers. Please
contact me if any advice is needed.
Do please visit the office and museum.
After all, everyone should inspect their
property from time to time.

60 year anniversaries

■■W.Bro Ken George and W.Bro
David Ferris

IT was a special occasion
for Prospect Lodge recently
– and for longstanding
member W.Bro Ken
George.
For W.Bro Ken was
presented with a 60-years’
service to masonry
certificate by W.Bro David
Ferris.
W.Bro Grenville Hextall
tells Provincial News:
“W.Bro Ken was born on
January 22, 1929 and lived
in Russell Lane, Whetstone,
London.
“He was interviewed to
become a member of
Prospect Lodge on January
31, 1953.
“He was proposed by Bro H

Cox and seconded by Bro J Cornell.
“He was initiated into Prospect Lodge on March 7, 1953, by
W.Bro J Eales, passed on October 3, 1953 by W.Bro J Eales, and
raised on March 6, 1954 by W.Bro H Jenkins.
“He went into the Chair in 1967. He was promoted
in 1974 to PGStwd and promoted again in 1975 to PPAGDC.
“He became DC of Prospect Lodge in 1984 an office he still
holds today.
“He was promoted again in 2005 to PPSGD. He has hardly
missed any Lodge meetings in his whole masonic career.
“Ken is well respected, helpful and cheerful. May he go on for
more years to come.”
He and his wife Sheila now live in Barnet.

In April W.Bro
John Connolly
PAGDC,
celebrated
60 years in
Freemasonry.
And to mark
the occasion
his son Neil
organised a visit
to his mother
■■Left to right, W.Bro Simon Parker (WM
Lodge Troon
WGC Lodge 5748), R.WBro Robert Little,
Navigation
RWPGM (Ayrshire), W.Bro John Connolly
No 86 in the
PAGDC, W.Bro William Donaldson (WM
Grand Lodge of
Troon Navigation) and WBro Neil Connolly
Scotland.
ProvJGW.
He was initiated
on April 30, 1953 and attended regularly until moving to
Welwyn Garden City where he joined WGC Lodge in 1971
and continued his masonic career. He remains a member
of Troon Navigation 86.
Neil, who is this year’s Provinvial JGW, said: “We were
royally received by the lodge members and the RWPGM
for Ayrshire with a considerable retinue turned out to
present W.Bro John with a Diamond Certificate, as well as
some mementos of the Lodge’s recent 250th celebrations.
“The Lodge secretary also found the original copper plate
handwritten entries of W.Bro John’s initiation, passing and
raising in a rather large old dusty leather-bound ledger!
“In addition we were treated to a past masters
demonstration of a Scottish working third degree which
was faultlessly delivered and a delight to watch.
“The evening ended with a ‘harmony’ supper which
comprised Scots broth and stew along with the odd dram,
and it was a group of very happy Hertfordshire masons
who returned to their hotel in the wee hours.”
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The quiet man: will he stay that way?
Paul Gower talks to Michael Imeson
patterns. A lot of people these days just cannot leave work
When our new Provincial Grand Master was initiated into
freemasonry he was, in his own words, “terrified.”
early to go to a masonic meeting. They may have to juggle
their social life with that of their wives who now have their
Some of that terror was because the brother performing the
own interests.”
ceremony was Paul Gower’s old headmaster at Edmonton
To meet those new conditions, lodges should consider the
Latymer grammar school.
needs of all their members.
“In those faraway days, even though I was 32, we were still
somewhat in awe of the head,” he says.
“Early starts and long, rambling meetings – and
festive boards – have to be a thing of the past.
“And I had no idea what to expect.”
“Meetings should start at a sensible time, and
“So one thing I am determined to do, like my You are going to sign
finish likewise. Both meeting and festive board
predecessor (though he was a schoolmaster!)
should move at a good pace.“
is to make sure no-one coming into masonry the death warrant of
masonry unless you
Recruiting and retaining new, younger members
in the 21st century is terrified. Rather that
they enjoy their masonry from that very first can get younger
is seen by Paul as an important part of his role.
“You are going to sign the death warrant of
experience.”
masonry unless you can get younger people
He adds: “I am going to have fun and I hope people interested
interested.”
everyone else will have fun as well.”
So with an eye on the success of the
But there are serious aspects to the role of
leading 6,000 masons in Hertfordshire.
university scheme, now up and running at the University of
Hertfordshire under the enthusiastic wing of Salisbury Union
Paul sees his job as ensuring masonry can become more
Lodge, he hopes to see the average age of the Province’s
attractive and accessible to younger men; and keeping charity
masons reduce over the years.
very much in mind.
He is certain that changes to today’s world of masonry need to The place of charity in freemasonry will continue to occupy
centre stage. The 2019 festival in aid of the Masonic Trust for
encompass modern family and working life.
Boys and Girls will have its official launch early next year with
He says: “We have to take account of changing working

■■New PGM takes time out at Fleet House to view the original apron worn by the second Provincial Grand Master, George Daniel Harvey, who
held sway from 1803 to 1831
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the aim of emulating the last festival’s creditable total of just
over £3 million.
That target may prove more difficult, but not impossible, since
the Province has lost a dozen or so Lodges in the last two or
three years either through closure or amalgamation, with the
consequent loss of some masons.
In addition, up to 40 per cent of Lodges rarely get out of
their comfort zone to contribute anything substantial to the
festival. That should change, the new PGM believes.
R W.Bro Paul, who will have turned 67 two days after last
month’s Provincial meeting – Provincial News goes to press
some weeks before the meeting – when he was due to be
installed by the Pro Grand Master, M W.Bro Peter Lowndes,
has a solid record in masonry, at ground floor level, in the
Province and in Grand Lodge, since he became master of his
Lodge in 1987.
His other masonic interests include Royal Arch in which he also
holds Grand Rank, Royal Ark Mariners, Mark and Rose Croix.
He doesn’t admit it too easily, but it seems Royston is his
favourite centre! That should encourage all the Province’s
centres to make him feel especially welcome!
There are only 20 Lodges he has never visited: be sure in the
next seven years he will appear on the doorstep.
The honour of being the first Lodge due to welcome him in
his new role at their installation evening was Gadebourne
Lodge No 6960.
There is life outside masonry, though, in the Gower household
in Winchmore Hill, North London. His wife of 45 years,
Barbara, ensures they follow their joint pleasures of horse
racing, travel, opera, walking, the theatre, and good wine and
food (is that why Paul has a soft spot for Royston centre?).
The horse racing interest stems from his partner in his former
financial and property career, who was a racehorse owner,
but also from his grandfather who lived in Huntingdon and
encouraged his young grandson to get involved in the sport at
an early age.
Paul has two daughters and one three-year-old livewire
granddaughter seen in one of our pictures with grandad.
He isn’t a great newspaper reader. “I think often these days
that the news headlines are quite sufficient,” he says.
There isn’t a lot of TV either and certainly no soaps. But he
likes a dose of Agatha Christie, the BBC Coast series and
Michael Portillo’s railway series.
His car radio is usually tuned to Classic FM, though sometimes
it might be Heart FM or some jazz
His sound bite before he rushed off for the official
photograph (is my hair OK? he smiles) was this: “I am going to
have fun and I hope everyone else will have fun too.”
He is dubbed by some as the quiet man: it remains to be seen
whether he will stay that way!

■■Paul with some memorobilia from his mother Lodge, Edmonton
Latymer 5026 including the programme for the ladies festival held
when he was master in 1987, below Paul examines a founders’ jewel

■■Baby sitting his three-year-old granddaughter
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Ashwell Lodge
jubilee charity work
Four years before its golden jubilee in May, the GP committee of
Ashwell Lodge No 7903 had decided to mark the anniversary with
some significant charitable work.
And mark it they did – raising a staggering £15,000 over the four
year period.
Half of this has gone to Garden House Hospice in Letchworth and
the other £7,500 to the Masonic Samaritan Fund.
The anniversary was marked on the exact date, May 2, with a
rededication of the banner with APGM W.Bro Tom Hedderson
acting as dedicating officer. W.Bro Don Edwards was the 50th
master and the founding master, W Bro Tony Christy, also attended.
Almost 100 members and guests attended the meeting and the
festive board.
The small Lodge had previously donated substantial sums to
another non-masonic charity, Keech Cottage children’s hospice.
A key factor in that decision was to ensure that non-masons who
were donating towards the fundraising (e.g. at Ladies Nights)
would be comfortable with the destination of their donations.
Hence the 50:50 split.

■■W.Bro Don Edwards presenting a cheque to Jenny
Lupton, the general manager of Garden House Hospice

Berkhampstead
charity cheque

■■Lodge secretary Brian Meager on the right and
assistant secretary Frank O’Keeffe, presenting cheques to
representatives from both charities

Members of Berkhampstead
Lodge No. 504 were delighted
to be able to present £3,000 in
cheques to charities chosen by
the lodge.
The charities which were
supported were St Francis
Hospice and the Rainbow Trust.
A lLodge spokesman said: “St.
Francis does sterling work in the
community, and looked after
W.Bro Peter Newland, the DC of
504 in his final days last year, so
we were delighted to be able to
repay them in some small way.
“The Rainbow Trust is a littleknown but extremely worthy
charity which places volunteer
carers and helpers into families
with seriously and/or terminally
ill children.

“These carers then stay in
place supporting the family in
every way, until the child either
recovers or passes away. Even in
the event that the child dies, the
carer will stay with that family
to help them though their grief,
if they are needed. Only when
the family is fully recovered
will they move on to their next
assignment.
“We, as masons, donate large
amounts to charities like these
every year without publicity
or fuss, so it was especially
gratifying to the members of
Berkhampstead Lodge to be
able to support two charities
which work at the sharp end,
and who also toil without much
recognition.”

Addenbrookes donation
Gloriana Lodge No. 6334 member W.Bro Rod Kent made
return visit to Addenbrookes Hospital where he had spent a
considerable time being treated and recovering from spinal
surgery.
He was there to present a cheque for £1,000 to ward 4 as a
thank-you for the treatment and support he had received while
a patient. The money was raised by both Gloriana Lodge and
Hemel Hempstead Mark Master Masons Lodge No. 1291.
The money will go towards buying a stand-alone rotator which
helps patients who cannot stand to get out of bed and be
positioned in a chair.

6 | www.pglherts.org

■■Left
to right,
W.Bro
Kent with
nurse
Suzie
Griffin
and ward
manager
Nicola
Owen

A grand affair at Prince Michael of Kent Court
Over the past 18 months, extensive
improvements have been made by
the RMBI to PMKC for the safety and
comfort of the residents. Around £1.5
million has been spent on repairs to
the leaking roof and the reception
area has been modernised and
redesigned, making it more open and
user-friendly. The Dementia Unit has
had specialised redecoration of the
corridors and redecoration of most
of the other lounges has made them
much more homely for the residents.
Also, there is now a new ‘French Style’
hairdressing salon/pamper room, a vast
improvement on the previous ‘parlou”.
Additionally, the Association of Friends
has had a new state-of-the- art sound
system installed and new 60-inch
television. The old grand piano has
been replaced, as this needed retuning
every time it was moved, and a smaller
Roland electric piano has taken its place.
A dozen new wheelchairs have been

bought to replace the old ones and we
have bought a Samsung Tablet so that
residents’ can now Skype their families.
We have also provided two gazebos
for the Dementia Unit garden so they
can take advantage of the weather and
have some of their meals outside. The
total cost was in the region of £16,000
most of which has been donated
by Freemasons of Hertfordshire,
Bedfordshire, Middlesex and London.
To commemorate and celebrate
everything that has been done, a ‘Grand
Opening’ ceremony was arranged in
August to coincide with the weekly
coffee morning.
We were delighted to welcome RW. Bro
Colin Harris on his very last ‘official’ visit,
David Innes, the RMBI chief executive,
and Maureen Featherstone-Brown
among many other notable guests.
After short speeches by Elizabeth, David
Innes and myself, with our very grateful
thanks given to all contributors, Richard

Heap then gave an eloquent speech
on behalf of residents. The formalities
were completed by a joint toast to Colin
Harris and the continuing success of the
home. Refreshments and sparkling wine
was passed around ensuring that many
of the residents couldn’t manage to eat
their dinner!
The Association of Friends of PMKC
continues to work to raise funds for
the benefit of the residents and we
are grateful for the help and financial
support Freemasons give to make this
possible. Without your donations,
however small, we would not be able to
make these improvements. So, thank
you all for your continued support.
Malcolm P. Andrews. Chairman.
Tel: 01494 433 851
Mobile: 07966 297 880
E.mail: chairman@pmkcfriends.co.uk

■■Malcolm P Andrews

■■David Innes

■■RW. Bro Colin Harris

■■Friends of PMoK
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Charity for Chelsea
The county’s Freemasons
recently gave a big helping
hand to Cerebral Palsy
sufferer Chelsea.
10-year-old Chelsea is a
wheelchair user and her
condition is made worse by
severe Spasticity.
Six months ago Chelsea’s
grandfather raised enough
money to buy her a walking
frame which will improve
her muscle strength, posture
and mobility, helping her
to walk and gain some
independence.
However, while the aid helps
leg movement Chelsea was
silll unable to control the
position of her head and
upper body.
Her school occupational
therapist contacted Demand,
which makes specialist
equipment for the disabled,
to see if one of their
designers could come up
with a solution.
By attaching a bespoke
headrest and shoulder brace
to the top of the walker,
Chelsea’s head and shoulders
were given more support
– enough to enable her to
focus on moving her legs.
She is now free to walk.
Denise Gillies, regional
fundraiser at Demand
approached the Freemasons
of Hertfordshire asking for
help to fund the alterations,
which they did with a
donation of £1,000.
Petitions Committee
chairman, James Young,
said: “This is one of the most
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■■John Clark, on the left, with Mick Harverson and
Yvonne Harverson

Fishing for charity

■■Chelsea before and after the
fitting of her bespoke headrest
and shoulder brace to her
walking frame

worthwhile projects we have
recommended to trustees of
our Benevolent Fund”.
Dick Knifton said: “The
magnitude this simple
design and attachment has
had on Chelsea’s well-being
and ability to walk, was
astounding. Without it, she
simply could not move nor
reap the benefits of using
the walking frame.”
Demand receives no public
sector or lottery funding.
Thanks to donations from
community groups like the
Freemasons it is able to
provide specialist equipment
for children and adults of
all ages regardless of their
disability.

Three members of the Masonic Fishing Charity attended
the spring meeting of Mimminie Lodge to talk about
their work.
The charity’s slogan is ‘catching a smile’.
Stewart Willett, John Clark and Chris Nobel , gave a
presentation, accompanied by pictures and a video,
about the work the charity does with children with
special needs.
After at the festive board the proceeds of the raffle were
donated to the charity.
The Lodge’s Master, Mick Harverson, was invited along to
their next event as sponsor.
He said: “On the day the weather was overcast and cold,
but a cup of coffee and a breakfast roll consisting of egg
bacon and sausage from the catering gazebo got the
proceedings off on the right foot (sorry I mean left).
“Around about 30
children arrived from
At the end of the
various schools and
were paired off with
event every child
volunteer fishermen to
was presented with a
go fishing.
certificate and some
“The surroundings
were perfect and soon
were presented with
medals for special effort fish were being caught.
The expressions on the
faces of these children
when they caught a fish certainly brought a lump to
the throat. At lunch volunteers in the catering gazebo
provided a most appetising meal of ham or chicken
burgers followed by some superb platters of fresh fruit.
“Then it was back to fishing for another hour or so.
“At the end of the event every child was presented with
a certificate and some were presented with medals for
special effort. One little girl got one for catching 22 fish
and was best fisherman. One young lad, who at the start
of the day was terrified of fish and would not go within
20 feet of the water, by the afternoon was actually
holding a rod and fishing. He got one for bravery.
“The whole day was run by the most amazing group of
volunteers and I am proud that we at Mimminie were a
part of it.
“If any master is looking for something to do at a
meeting I cannot recommend this charity highly
enough.”

‘Firewalk’ at Halsey Hall,
Cheshunt
A fundraiser with a
difference was held at one of
the Provinces masonic bases
in early summer.
Members of Halsey Hall
Sunday Club staged a
firewalk at the centre – and
raised £6,240.
Thirty-five brave ‘soles’
walked over a seven-metre
stretch of glowing hot
embers of burning wood - in
bare feet!
A centre spokesman said:
“The event was organised
through the Cheshunt Sunday
Club with the intention of
kick-starting the 2019 Festival
as well as a welcome to our
new Provincial Grand Master.
“The afternoon walk was

followed by a supper and
disco in the evening.
“Many people contributed
to the success of the day,
including the centre directors,
our caterer, our brewers, the
disco DJ, and all those who
sponsored the walkers and
donated raffle prizes.
“The real heroes, though,
were the 35 brave people,
drawn from a number
of Lodges which meet at
Cheshunt, some friends and
staff and some head office
Provincial officers, who
completed the walk.
“It was a very successful
family event and a splendid
sum was raised for the
Festival.”

Bergnet Lodge donations
Three county charities
shared in a £1,000 boost.
Members of Bergnet Lodge
gave £500 to the Digswell
Place branch of Riding for
the Disabled, near Welwyn,
£250 to Welwyn Garden
City-based Isabel Hospice
and £250 to Christchurch
Social Club for the Blind, a
small Hatfield organisation
which takes parties of blind
people on outings.
Our picture shows Alan
Read, Worshipful Master of
Bergnet Lodge, presenting
a cheque for £500 to Jackie
Meredith of Digswell Place

Riding for the Disabled
School.
The Lodge’s charity
steward, Phil Lever, said:
“Bergnet Lodge originated
in Barnet, Bergnet being
that town’s medieval name,
but has met in St Albans
for many years.
“We are a small Lodge with
about 16 active members.
Our main claim to fame is
that we are the Provincial
Quiz champions!
“Most of our members live
in the Welwyn Hatfield
area and we like to support
local charities.”

■■Alan Read and Jackie Meredith in the centre with Tony Read,
Lodge treasurer and Alan’s father, and Phil Lever
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From the Provincial Charity Steward
This article is to be my last as Provincial Charity Steward,
and is perhaps an opportune moment to update brethren
with current information on charitable monies donated by
the four Masonic Charities and the trustees of the Provincial
Benevolent Fund , within our Province over the last 12
months.
During the period to December 2012, the four main charities
have together provided nearly £500,000 towards the
support of 98 Hertfordshire Freemasons, their families and
dependants.
In addition, £8,000 was donated by the Grand Charity to the
Hertfordshire and Essex Air Ambulance Service bringing the
total donated by the charity to all air ambulances nationally
to £1 million since 2007.
Assistant Provincial Grand Master James Young passed a
cheque for £5,000 to representatives of the Prince’s Trust from
the Grand Charity, as part of the Grand Charity’s National
Project Initiative.
Seven Hospices in the Province received a total of nearly
£14,000 from the Grand Charity, as their share of £600,000
donated nationally. Those benefitting were, Garden House
Hospice, Hospice of St. Francis, Isabel Hospice, Noah’s Ark,
Peace Hospice, Pepper Foundation and St. Albans and
Dacorum. The Grand Charity has given nearly £9.9 million to
hospices nationally since 1984.
Just recently, Provincial Lodge has made awards totalling
over £20,000 to local charities including Teddies, Sue Ryder
Stagenhoe, three Scout and one Guide group, Young Epilepsy,
Enough Abuse, Teens Unite Fighting Cancer, Care Farm
Project and the Masonic Trout and Salmon Fishing Charity. In
addition a further £8,000 has been donated to the Royal Arch

2013 Appeal on behalf of the Royal College of Surgeons.
The awards made by the four Masonic Charities to our
Province, serve as a significant reminder of the reasons why
we support so strongly the Festival system. Over 70 per cent
of the income the charities receive is provided by Festivals and
donations. Without this support they simply would not be
able to function as they do.
Our Province starts the next Festival period in the early part
of 2014, and for the following five years all our attention will
be concentrated on raising as much money as possible for the
Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys. Preparations are well
underway and official launches will take place in the early
months of next year.
Prudent planning of Lodge funds now will help get the
Province off to a good start . I cannot stress strongly enough
the importance of the use of Gift Aid, either for collections
in Lodge using the envelope system, or by regular or single
donations using the mandate system, into a Lodge Relief
Chest. For the period of the Festival, Festival Fund Mandates
will also be available to allow contributions to pass directly to
the Charity throughout the Festival period. The RMTGB will
claim gift Aid as appropriate on each mandate, crediting the
amount both to the Brother and his Lodge. Full details of this
option will be announced at the Festival launch. We cannot
afford to pass up the opportunity of claiming 25p in every
£1 donated via the Gift Aid system, all for the sake of a little
paperwork and administration. It makes a vital contribution to
the total raised. We are not able to raise funds as others do,
we cannot appeal directly to the public, all funds raised come
from our members and the Exchequer’s contribution must
not be ignored, as it has the potential to add significantly to
everything we raise.
In order to lighten the load of the Lodge Charity Steward,
perhaps consideration by the Lodge Committee could be given
to appointing a Festival Steward for the period of the Appeal,
to act as a link between the Lodge and Festival organisers.
As a specific plea, the use of postal communications add very
significantly to the cost and speed of any communication
between the Festival Committee and each Lodge, and so the
opportunity to use email provides a vital and inexpensive
means of contact. It would be my wish that every Lodge
Charity Steward and Festival Steward appointed by a
Lodge should have an email address to ensure up-to-date
information throughout the Festival period can be quickly and
easily interchanged.

Indian fundraiser
Curry was on the
menu at a fundraising
event organised by
Harpenden Lodge
member Ashvin Patel.
It raised £500 for
charity.
The Mayor of Luton,
councillor Sheila
Roden, was guest of
honour at the event
which was hosted by a
Luton restaurant – on
the second hottest night of the year.
Our picture shows the Mayor comparing her chain with
that of APGM W.Bro Keith Gilbert, who is also a member
of the Lodge.
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Ding Dong Merrily...
Once again the Christmas service of Nine Lessons and
Carols organised by the Hertfordshire Lodge of the Legion
will take place this year at Christ Church, Waltham Cross
on Monday, December 2, commencing at 7pm.
This ever popular event is conducted by the Rev Jane
Dicker and features the choristers of Christ Church with
plenty of participation by the congregation so you can
sing your hearts out by joining in with some of the most
well known and popular carols.
The service is a charitable event which is in support
of local charities and is always very well supported –
especially by the Provincial Executive.
There is a large free car park opposite the church, located
next to Theobalds Grove Station. Following the service
there will be light refreshments at the Halsey Masonic
Centre in Cheshunt.
For more information contact the Lodge Charity Steward,
W.Bro Peter Headington at hiokph@aol.com or 07950
955111

Golden anniversary

Members and guests
celebrated the golden
anniversary of the Lodge of
Light & Honour No 7894 at
Dyrham Park, Hertfordshire
in May.
The meeting, attended by
121 brethren, also coincided
with the Lodge Installation
meeting and W.Bro Jeffrey
Zemmel, PPJGD, was Installed
as the new Master. He had
previously been secretary for
10 years.
The meeting was attended
by many distinguished guests
including W.Bro David Ferris,
PSGD who represented
the Province. The brethren
enjoyed “an excellent
afternoon in the temple
followed by a superb festive
board”.
The charity collection on the
day raised more than £2,500.
The Lodge was originally
consecrated on June 13, 1963,
at Freemasons Hall in London

Marathon effort for Bob
East Hertfordshire Lodge
member Matt Dennis
took part in the London
Marathon to raise money
and awareness for a
charity – and in memory
of a popular Freemason.
W.Bro Bob Hooper PAGDC
sadly passed away earlier
this year.
Paul Doran told Provincial
News: “He was a member
of Earl Strafford Chapter
and a regular visitor
to many Hertfordshire
■■Matt holding the T shirt he wore for Lodges where he made a
great many friends and
the marathon which has a picture of
Bob on the front.
this was reflected at his
funeral when over 100
masons attended to pay their last respects.
“His wife Janet had asked that instead of flowers a collection
at the service would be in support of Diabetes UK. This raised
a staggering £1000 on the day.” The Earl Strafford Chapter
subsequently set up a trust fund in his name.
Paul Doran added: “In addition to this Matt Dennis ran this
year’s London Marathon in memory of Bob and to further
raise funds for the charity, swelling the total money raised to
£4,000.
“Many thanks must go to members of East Hertfordshire
Lodge and Halsey Chapter who significantly contributed to
Matt’s sponsorship.”

The Lodge
was originally
consecrated on
June 13, 1963, at
Freemason’s Hall
in London where
310 Masons were in
attendance
where 310 Masons were in
attendance. Sadly, none of
the 23 founders are alive
today, but the original tools,
collars and jewels donated by
them, are still being used.
The Lodge met for many
years at the Café Royal in
London and eventually
moved to the Masonic Centre
in Radlett, Hertfordshire, in
January 1988.
Due to an increase in
numbers to a regular 80/90
per meeting, the Lodge
moved to larger premises at
Dyrham Park in April 2009.
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Bengeo membership

75th anniversary

There are few chapters which meet on a Saturday; one
of which is Bengeo Chapter 6801.
It gathers three times a year at the popular Mayflower
Place, Hertingfordbury.
But in recent years its membership has dwindled.
So, the principals and members are on the lookout for
new members.
Provincial News editor, Terry Mitchinson, is a PZ and
current H of the chapter.
He said: “For many of us who have a full time job which
takes up a lot of our time weekdays, being able to meet
at the weekend is a huge plus.
“It’s a very friendly chapter, so if anyone out there
would like to join us we’d be very happy to hear from
you.”
For more details contact Bengeo’s SE, E.Com Malcolm
Slaughter on malcolm.slaughter@tesco.net

Letter to the editor
Dear Sir (and Brother)
I was delighted to read the interesting report of the
International Ceremony for Tring in the recent edition of
Provincial News, but amused to read that although Tring
Lodge performed a Third Degree ceremony, the WM of
Kurpfalz Lodge confirmed that “it was definitely a First for
them”.
David Lewis
Past Master, Cecil Lodge No. 449

Members of Old Stortfordian Lodge 5721 celebrated their
75th anniversary with the dedication of their new school
Lodge banner back in May.
Adding to the special nature of the occasion the meeting was
held at their old school – Bishops Stortford College.
The new Lodge banner was dedicated by the PGM, R W Colin
Harris. Worshipful Master, John Rycroft presided over the
meeting.
It was made even more unique with the members’ ladies
together with non-masonic friends being invited into the
Temple to witness the ceremony.
Afterwards 116 brethren with their ladies and friends, which
included the headmaster and his wife, enjoyed a four course
celebratory dinner in the school dining hall.
During the evening the Lodge presented the PGM with
a cheque for £1,000 and a second cheque for £1,000 was
handed over to the headmaster.
While the Old Storfordian Lodge is primarily for those with
an association with the School, the Lodge also welcomes
membership requests from others.
For more information contact
W Bro Cliff Shipman – c.shipman@yahoo.co.uk
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Stanborough Lodge
masters list
A special needs school
received a welcome
boost from members
of Stanboroughs Lodge
No.9523.
Outgoing Master, W.Bro
Alan Johnson PPDepGReg,
presented a cheque for
£1,250.00 from his masters
list to Amwell View School,
Stanstead Abbotts.
The school looks after 110
children with severe learning
difficulties.
Headteacher Mrs Jan
Liversage said: “The school
has developed many fine
resources over the years
to meet the needs of the
individual child.
“In the past we have
recognised the lack of
physical opportunity for
children with severe learning
difficulties and now ensure
this is addressed through the
provision of a hydrotherapy
pool, a sports hall, climbing
wall and a dance studio.

“Donations such as this are
critical for us to provide such
amazing and motivating
facilities.”
Stanboroughs Lodge meets
at Halsey Hall, Cheshunt
recently
W.Bro Johnson decided to
support the school because
the granddaughter of W.Bro
Derek Makewell goes there.
He said it was “a perfect
opportunity for me to show
my admiration for the
achievements of Amwell
View”.
Many of the children in the
school are not able to speak,
read or write. They rely
heavily on the opportunities
provided for them at the
school to learn, which
includes alternative methods
of communication.
W.Bro Johnson raised a total
of £2,500 during his year as
Master with the aid of two
James Bond Style Casino
Nights and his Ladies Night.

■■Deputy Provincial Grand Master, VW.Bro Paul Gower with
Birchwood Lodge’s WM W.Bro Mark Sewell, along with members
and Provincial officers at that meeting

Birchwood last supper
As reported in the last edition of Provincial News,
members of Birchwood Lodge held a ‘last supper’
meeting after it had been decided it would have to
surrender its warrant.
Due to deadlines we were unable to run a picture.
But in this issue we are happy to put that right.

■■Jack Kendal, charity steward, Derek Makewell, senior deacon,
headteacher Jan Liversage, Alan Johnson and Tony Pomfret, the
Lodge treasurer.
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Hands across the seas
On August 12, 1944, what was then the small town of
Cheshunt was saved from a catastrophic disaster that would
have cost many lives.
An American ‘Liberator’ aircraft from the 392nd Bomb Group
based in Wendling, Norfolk was involved in a mid air incident
above the town.
The plane, under the command of Lt John D Ellis, fell from
the sky and was steered away
from Cheshunt, crashing
just outside the town. The
B-24 bomber was laden
with bombs and exploded
on impact killing all 10 crew
members.
Through the tireless work
and commitment of W.Bro
Ernie Havis of Crossbrook
Lodge, a memorial to the
crew was unveiled in January
2011 at Lieutenant Ellis Way,
Cheshunt. And on August
12 this year, at a ceremony
attended by Colonel Travis A Willis, USAF Air Attache, a
ceremony to dedicate two flagpoles with the Stars and Stripes
and the Union flag was held.
The ceremony was attended by Ernie as well as Richard
Beazley, Vice Lord Lieutenant of Hertfordshire together
with many local dignitaries and organisations including The
Hertfordshire Lodge of the Legion who played a major role
in the ceremony including the laying of a poppy wreath,
of behalf of all Hertfordshire Freemasons, by W.Bro Trevor
Edwards.
The Dedication, Act of Remembrance, Roll of Honour, Royal

British Legion Exhortation and Kohimo Epitaph were all
given by the Provincial Assistant Grand Chaplain W.Bro Peter
Headington.
Members of The Hertfordshire Lodge of the Legion attend
many wreath laying ceremonies throughout the Province on
Remembrance Sunday every year and on Saturday, November
9, there will be a special service at The Liberator Memorial in
Cheshunt.
Full details of all wreath-laying ceremonies can be obtained
from either W.Bro Peter Farrell (herongateheat@hotmail.com)
or W.Bro Bill Lane (wlbilllane@aol.com)

Imperial Yeomanry Lodge
Outgoing master of the Hertfordshire Imperial Yeomanry Lodge
No 3192, W.Bro Richard Vennard, was able to crown off his year
in office by giving a big helping hand to two charities.
During his time in the Chair the lodge raised over £2,000,
helped by his Ladies
Festival, at The Ardmore
House Hotel in St
Albans, which raised
almost £1,500.
A cheque for £1,050 was
presented to Georgia
McCormack, fundraising
and volunteer manager
of the British Heart
Foundation at it’s head
office in London.
And another cheque
for £1,050 was handed
over John Egan, area
manager of Cancer
Research UK at its St
Albans shop. He is
pictured, centre, with
W.Bro Brian Goddard,
the Lodge Almoner
and a representative of
Cancer Research UK.

14 | www.pglherts.org

The good gardener
A good gardener thinks very carefully
about what sort of garden will be the
most pleasing and rewarding.
The garden then needs to be carefully
planned e.g. which plants? Where and
in what order should they be placed so
that the most beneficial and pleasing
results are achieved in the long term?
The ground needs to be carefully
prepared, enriched as necessary. The
plants need to be suitable for the part
of the garden available for them and
it is vital to understand how all of
the plants will relate to each other so
that a colourful and pleasing display is
maintained throughout the year.
Too often in this modern age we buy
in bulk, do not prepare well enough
and do not plan for the longer term.

STRAIGHTEDGE reproduced with kind permission from the
from the Durham Provincial Gazette of August 2013.

I suppose this is OK if you only want
a garden that bursts into life quickly,
is very colourful but lasts one or two
seasons if you are lucky.
The good gardener takes a more
considered view and thinks about what
the garden will look like in the future.
The good gardener ensures the
plants are protected from harm from
whatever source; that they are fed
with the correct nutrients needed
to encourage their growth and
development. The good gardener also
keeps a watchful eye for anything that
may be out of order so as to prevent
the spread of any condition that could
harm the rest of the garden.
A good gardener knows the value of
weeding and pruning as it becomes

necessary. Many famous and popular
gardens are still beautiful hundreds
of years later, attracting visitors from
far and wide. This was not achieved by
accident. A great deal of imagination;
careful planning; maintenance and
constant care has provided many
examples of beautiful gardens and
vistas for us all to cherish and enjoy.
What has this got to do with
Freemasonry? Try reading it again,
replacing three words. Replace
“gardener” with “Mason”. Replace
“garden” and “ground” with “Lodge”.
Replace “plant” with “Brother”.
Does it still make sense?
Bulk buying and short term
thinking are not the essentials of an
organisation of worth!

Redbourn Lodge takes
to the skies!
Redbourn Lodge sponsored pilots and support staff of X1
Squadron, RAF Coningsby, who took part in the London to
Brighton run back in May.
They were raising funds for the Make a Wish Foundation,
which enables terminally ill children to fulfil a personal wish.
By way of thanks, the squadron presented a print signed by
the pilots and staff to be auctioned to raise further monies
for charity; together with an invitation to the successful
recipient to a personal guided tour of RAF Coningsby and an
opportunity to ‘get up close and personal’ to a Eurofighter
Typhoon.
At the Installation meeting on May 23, the print was
auctioned by W. Bro C Noble and the sum of £365 was raised
which, together with monies donated by W. Bro R East from
his Ladies Night, resulted in the sum of £1,085 being donated
to the cause.
The pilots of X1 Squadron were extremely grateful for this
generous support as the Lodge was their biggest sponsor.

■■The print being presented to W. Bro M. Harvey, the new WM,
by W. Bro J Willekens and W. Bro James Young, APGM, himself a
former RAF pilot.

St Nicholas
Lodge
Some of the more recently
initiated and joining members of
St Nicholas Lodge 6658 enjoyed
a Saturday morning visit to the
Library and Museum and Grand
Temple at Freemasons Hall. This
was arranged by Bro Francesco
Agostini, who took his 3rd Degree
in March. The members were
supported by V W Bro Allan
Atkinson and W Bro Jordan
Giddings and afterwards enjoyed
lunch together at Wolfe’s in Great
Queen Street.
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Student Bursary

Mark Masons
Provincial Information Officer

W.Bro. Harry Parsons Tel: 07803 835871
Email: harryparsons2marksec@gmail.com

Dates for the diary

From September the Provincial Grand Master’s Lodge of
Instruction for MMM and RAM masons at the Radlett
Centre, which has been meeting on the second Monday of
the month will, in future, meet on the first Tuesday of each
month (except August).
Any brother interested in more information should
contact the secretary John Parsons on 01442 875384, email
John.w.parsons@btopenworld.com or call the preceptor,
W.Bro Jim Innes, on 020 8953 1546.

Bursary student Lewis Griffiths has completed his Bsc Hons
Sport and Exercise Science degree course at the University of
Hertfordshire in Hatfield and passed with a 2:1.
He is now employed by the Medical Research Council and
located at Addenbrooks Hospital.
Mark information officer Harry Parsons told Provincial News:
“When asked how much of an impact the bursary he had
received from Hertfordshire Mark Masons had on him, he
stated his life, during his studies, would have been much
harder without it.
“The bursary was used to buy reference books and assisted
with travel to and from college. Without the bursary he would
have had to seek part-time employment, which may have had
an adverse effect on the final outcome.”
Mr Griffiths asked that his “grateful thanks” be passed to
everyone for their support.

Mark Meeting

50 years in Mark
Masonry
There was cause for celebration at a meeting of Hertford
Lodge of Mark Masters No366 at Hertingfordbury this
summer, when W.Bro Bart Robinson was presented with a
certificate to celebrate his 50 years in Mark Masonry.
The certificate was presented by the Deputy Provincial Grand
Master, W.Bro Richard Walker.
Bart, who is in his 90th year and is mainly an Essex Mason,
joined Hertford Lodge in April 1963 and served in various
offices. In June 1979, he was installed as Worshipful Master of
the Lodge.
To use the words of one Lodge member, “Bart is a lovely chap,
good humoured and very fit.”
Due to family commitments he only manages to attend one or
two Lodge meetings a year.

■■Provincial Grand Master, R W.Bro Chris Radmore with Lewis Griffiths
and Roger Sands.

The annual Hertfordshire Mark Provincial Meeting was held in
July at the Masonic School for Girls, at Rickmansworth.
The meeting was well attended by both members of the
Province and many distinguish guests from other Districts and
Orders.
A large number of brethren received Provincial Honours, some
for the first time and others by way of promotion to a higher
rank.
During the meeting the Provincial Grand Master, W.Bro Chris
Radmore ‘called off’ to allow two non-Masonic guests to enter
for the purpose of addressing the meeting.
The first was Mr Lewis Griffiths, who was a student at the
University of Hertfordshire who received a bursary to assist
him in his studies.
The second speaker was Mr Roger Sands of Hertfordshire
Scouts, who gave an account on the financial assistance given
by the Province at the Scout camp known as Tolmers Activity
Centre.
■■W.Bro Bart Robinson
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Tolmers Activity Centre
Earlier in the summer the Provincial Grand Master, along with
other Provincial Grand Officers, enjoyed a cream tea event
at Tolmers Activity Centre in Cuffley. This annual gathering is
organised by Hertfordshire Scouts as a thank you for those
who have helped them during the preceding year.
There were also a number of other distinguished guests,
including the Mayor of Hertford, councillor Patricia Moore and
the Mayor of Welwyn Hatfield, councillor Howard Morgan.
The occasion was a double celebration as it also marked the
official opening of two centres within the complex.
The first is a room used to educate young people in various
pursuits. This contains computers and other learning aids. The
room has been named Hertfordshire Mark Masons Room.
The other centre, known as Norfolk Lodge, has a number of
uses. Contained within is a conference room that can seat up
to 80 people. There is also an accommodation wing which can
sleep 60, plus other amenities such as a kitchen.
Both these buildings were once in a dilapidated state and
were refurbished with £20,000, donated by Hertfordshire
Mark Masons.
It is hoped firms may consider holding corporate days and
conferences in the future, within Norfolk Lodge. These events
may consist of a meeting followed by a ‘bonding event’ such
as archery or other activities.
Tolmers staff can provide facilities for coffee breaks, lunches
and afternoon tea.
Before the the cream tea, the Provincial Grand Master R.W.Bro Chris Radmore was requested to officially open the
The Hertfordshire Mark Masons Room learning centre.
The attached photographs show him completing this
ceremony and the nameplate of the building.
Note : Should any Brother who knows of a firm or
organisation who may have use of the facilities at Tolmers,
they can be contact by telephone on 01707 872900 or email:
liz@tolmers.co.uk

RAM Assembly
The Annual Meeting of Hertfordshire Royal Ark Mariners was
held at the Metropolitan Police Club in Bushey, in June.
At the meeting the Provincial Grand Master, Right Worshipful
Brother Chris Radmore, rewarded the following brethren with
Provincial Royal Ark Mariner Grand Rank:
W.Bro Eddie Ertan, Gladsmuir Lodge No 367.
W.Bro Peter Trowell, Debenham Lodge N636.
W.Bro Richard Crow, Latimer Lodge No 962.
W.Bro Graeme McCormack, Bishop’s Stortford Lodge 1236
W.Bro John Worley, Hemel Hempstead Lodge 1291.
W.Bro Geoffrey Cutler, Ayot Lodge No1529.
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The Annual Service
of Praise
Knights Templar
Keeping in touch

Keep in touch with what’s going on in the Province
by visiting the Provincial Priory of Hertfordshire
website: www.ktherts.com
If you have any information requirements or you have
information that you may want circulated, please drop
the Provincial Information Officer, Roger D’Elia, a line on
01279 817792 or email v-chan@ktherts.com

Eminent Kt Mike
Beaty: My first year as
Provincial Marshal
I felt very honoured when The Provincial Prior, Right Eminent
Kt Tony Lapsley, selected me as his Provincial Marshal.
Having completed my first year, I can truly say that I have
enjoyed each minute and am looking forward to the
forthcoming year with equal anticipation.
When I took this role, I considered at length what I would
strive to achieve, and as with all such things the clarity of such
a role became obvious to me.
I therefore aspire to support the Provincial Prior in all
his endeavours and I will do that by setting an example
of Knightly Obligation, and by leading, improving and
promoting the ritual and drill throughout the Province. I want
our Province to be an example and beacon in both those
disciplines, and for the Order to be such as to one to which all
Freemasons in Hertfordshire aspire and which they enjoy.
I am particularly pleased with the progress being made at our
Provincial Preceptory of Improvement. It is, as I had hoped, a
place of learning, enjoyment and comradeship and I am sure
those benefits are felt by all who attend and, of course, those
benefits are taken back to individual Preceptories within the
Province. It is so important to get a uniformity of drill and
ritual throughout the Province and for Knights to understand
their office and the ritual they perform. The better we can
understand and perform it, the greater our enjoyment will be.
I would like to take this opportunity to encourage all
Preceptors, Constables and Marshals to attend, as well
as those Knights who are new to the Order, and those
progressing to the Chair. Everyone is welcome. I work on the
basis of arranging the work and officers a meeting in hand,
and drill instruction and practice is an important part of every
P of I.
I must say a special thanks to E.Kt Alastair White, and Kt Roger
D’Elia, who have tirelessly given their time and effort to assist
me in making this group a success.
The Preceptory of Improvement meets on the first Sunday
of each month excluding January, July and August, at the
Masonic Hall, The Rose Walk, Radlett , starting at 11am.
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Report by KT Provincial Press
Officer Roger D’Elia
On May 11, the Order
celebrated Annual
Thanksgiving at the historic
and attractive location of
Waltham Abbey.
It was blessed by a most
beautiful and sunny day,
and both Knights of the
Order and their visitors were
warmly greeted to the Abbey
by the Verger Mr David Smith
and experienced a truly
memorable occasion.
The Provincial Prior, Rt
Eminent Kt Anthony
Lapsley, was in attendance
and was accompanied by
a full delegation of his
Provincial team along with
his Bodyguard under the
leadership of the Bodyguard
Commander E. Kt Keith
Brackenborourgh PPStdB(B).
The Procession of the
R.Eminent Provincial Prior and
Knights of the Temple and
Malta, entered the Abbey at
3pm under the direction of
the Provincial Marshal, E.Kt
Mike Beatty PGtWofR.
The Bible was opened by the
Provincial Prior, R.Eminent Kt
Anthony Lapsley.
The Reverend Peter Smith,
Team Rector, Waltham Cross
Team Ministry, welcomed all
those present and the Service
of Praise was opened with
prayer.
E.Kt Phil Hoy PDepGtSwB,
Provincial Vice-Chancellor,

gave the First Reading.
E.Kt Mike Stanforth
PGtStdB(B), Provincial
Sub-Prior, gave the Second
Reading. Rt Eminent Kt.
Anthony Lapsley, Provincial
Prior, read the Precepts of
the Order. Kate MacPherson,
Waltham Abbey’s organist,
played the Fantasia in D
minor and the Sonata in C
most beautifully, which was
much appreciated by the
congregation.
The Provincial Priory and
Preceptory banners were then
presented for blessing.
The Address was given by the
Rev Peter Smith following
the themes of loss - especially
with reference to the passing
of PProv Prior Brian
Blanchard - Resurrection,
Christian Faith and Hope.
He also referred to the
wonderful and colourful
ceremonial carried out by the
Provincial Team under the
guidance and Marshalship
of E. Kt Beatty PGtWofR,
Provincial Marshal of
Hertfordshire.
A collection was then taken
to raise money towards the
Waltham Abbey Heritage
Organ Appeal.
After hymns and prayers,
the Rev Peter Smith gave the
Blessing and the Bible was
closed by Rt E Kt Anthony
Lapsley, Provincial Prior.
Knights and guests then
processed out of the abbey.

■■The Provincial Prior’s Bodyguard under their Commander E.Kt Keith
Brackenborough PPStdB(B)

Early Risers
Joseph Moffett Preceptory, No 383
The Joseph Moffett Preceptory No 383
will celebrate its 50th anniversary in It was
consecrated on October 30, 1963, at Halsey Hall,
Watford under the Preceptorship of E.Kt Richard
James Hammond, Provincial Vice Chancellor. In
the early years, the Preceptory held its meetings
at The Kings Arms Hotel, Berkhamsted, before
moving to Halsey Hall.
Seventy-six Knights were in attendance, and
in particular 10 Very Eminent Knights from
neighbouring Provinces.
The Preceptory banner was Dedicated in
October 1964, at Kings Hall, Berkhamsted, by
VE Kt. Thomas Norman, Provincial Prior. The
Dedication Ceremony preceded the Installation
Meeting of The Preceptory. The Installed
Preceptor was E Kt. David. G R Bonnell. There
were 21 Knights in attendance.
* Ninety-one Knights have joined the Preceptory
since 1963.
* The most senior Knight and still an active
member is VE Kt. Peter Aikman, who was
installed as a Knight on April 1, 1975.
* Twenty-four Knights are currently members of
the Preceptory
* About £6,000 has been given to charity since
1963
The Anniversary Meeting
Registrar E.Kt Denis Gibney, PProvAidedeCamp
is arranging a meeting of memorable note.
He says the Province is pleased to be part
of the celebration and will be sending a
goodly delegation and they in turn will
be accompanying RtE Kt. Anthony Lapsley,
Provincial Prior, who will join members of the
Preceptory for this important occasion.
EKt. Denis says such strong support by the
Province acknowledges the Renaissance of the
Preceptory and will encourage future growth of
membership.
The celebration will consist of The Installation
of The Preceptor Elect, Kt. Paul Craker, followed
by a musical interlude provided by the highly
acclaimed and talented students of The Purcell
School of Music, when friends and family will
join members.
There will then be a drinks reception, before a
White Table Banquet.
E Kt. David Sodey, ProvCoG, the Eminent
Preceptor, said: “I feel greatly honoured to
be the Eminent Preceptor of this Illustrious
Preceptory, particularly at this auspicious time. I
have experienced a most fulfilling year and am
looking forward to Installing my successor on
the occasion of our 50th anniversary.
“Can I also highlight my grateful thanks to all
the officers and members of the Preceptory for
having supported me so exceptionally, during
my year.
“I am confident I am handing over the
Preceptory to my successor in good health and
am extremely pleased in the knowledge the
Preceptory’s future is very bright.”
For further information contact E Kt. Denis
Gibney, Registrar, on 01923 490314.

One year on
Provincial information officer
Kt Roger D’Elia interviews Rt
Eminent Kt. Anthony (Tony)
Lapsley Provincial Prior of
Hertfordshire
It would be fair to say the Province
was stunned at the sudden passing
of Rt E Kt Brian Blanchard in 2012,
and it was crucial someone took
up the baton during the period
prior to the Provincial Meeting in
July of that year. That task fell to
the then Sub Prior, and the phrase
cometh adversity, cometh the man
could not have been truer.
Rt. E. Kt Tony Lapsley immediately
stood firm and enabled everyone
in the Province to re assemble
into a cohesive unit. For that the
Province is and must always be
grateful to Rt E Kt Tony.
This first task intimated at the
hidden qualities of our Provincial
Prior. He is a man with great
humility and quiet strength , a
listener and, most importantly, a
real team player, a first amongst
equals.
Rt. E. Kt Tony was appointed and
installed as the Provincial Prior in
July 2012, and from thence has
re-energised all knights in the
Province.
In May 2013, I was attending
the installation of E.Kt. Phil Hoy,
Prov Vice Chancellor, as Eminent
Preceptor of the Crossed Swords
Preceptory No 618 and I took the
opportunity to ask R.t E. Kt Tony
Lapsley, who was in attendance,
on how he felt about his first year
in office.
I asked him, how he felt right
now about his first year and his
experience of being Installed as
the Provincial Prior.
“I was truly touched and
honoured to become Provincial
Prior of Hertfordshire when I was
invested by the Grand Master,
Most Eminent Knight Timothy Jon
Lewis GCT. It was at that point I
immediately realised the essential
responsibilities annexed to the
role of Provincial Prior. Most
importantly however, was the
overwhelming feeling of thanks
for the care and support from all
the Provincial team.
“As a team I am sure we will
consolidate all that had been
achieved to date and, in particular,
to build on the wonderful legacy
bequeathed to us all by Rt.
Eminent Kt Brian Blanchard.
“To build the notion of knightly

pride and obligation throughout
all preceptories and their members
and Improve and standardise the
ritual throughout the Province.
“It is so important to develop the
principle of a single high standard
of ritual and uniformity in every
preceptory in Hertfordshire. I
want every member to feel proud
of their skills and to pass that
feeling onto all new Knights. It
would be wonderful to make our
province and all its preceptories
places of aspirational learning
and enjoyment for all its members
and to be a place of attraction for
all freemasons in Hertfordshire
and beyond.
“I want us to be a province of
team players. No one person can
achieve very much without a
team.”
I then asked him if he felt there
had been some successes in his
first year
“Yes.
“The re- establishment of
the Provincial Preceptory
of Improvement under the
Stewardship of E.Kt. Mike Beatty
PGtWofR, The Provincial Marshal.
“Early indications show an
increasing membership and
I am already noticing some
positive results whilst visiting the
individual preceptories. I cannot
strongly enough encourage all
Knights to attend.
“There is a general enthusiasm
from all Knights throughout
the Province. This has recently
been fully demonstrated by the
excellent St George’s Day dinner,
so skilfully organised by our
Vice Chancellor E.Kt. Phil Hoy
PDepGtSwdB.”
I then asked Rt. E. Kt Tony what
he felt were the next important
steps
“We must continue to fully
support the Jerusalem Eye
Hospital by making a significant
charitable contribution.
“The executive team are keen that
knights worthy of promotion are
clearly and quickly identified.
“I would ask and indeed
encourage that the installation
of a knight ceremony is shared
by both more experienced and
newer knights in preceptories
wherever possible. This way, this
beautiful ceremony can be truly
experienced, and we can, from
that, continue to build the team
for now and the future.”
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Red Cross of
Constantine
The Masonic and Military Order of the Red Cross of
Constantine and the Orders of the Holy Sepulchre and
of St. John the Evangelist.

District Information Officer

W.Kt. Philip J. Hoy DivStdB(L) Tel: 07767 834426
Email: philip.hoy@uwclub.net

Members of this degree are often asked “What’s it all about?”
as the name alone provokes a sense of history and a source of
mystery. In this article I hope to provide some of the answers
to those questions.
The Red Cross of Constantine is considered by many masons
as one of the reachable goals in freemasonry. It is a degree
which answers many questions and explains a number of the
mysteries within our fraternity. The qualification required for
membership of this order is that of companion in a Royal Arch
Chapter and to profess a belief in the Trinitarian Christian
Faith.
The history of the degree
Constantine, a Roman, was destined for the College of
Emperors but following the death of his father, he was hailed
by the legions in York as Augustus and became Governor of
Britain and Gaul. After several successful battles across the
Alps and Italy he eventually established himself as the lawful
Emperor of both the
East and West and
transferred the capital
of the empire from
Rome to Byzantium,
later to be named after
him.
He was the first Roman
Emperor to openly
encourage Christianity.
His conversion began
one evening after a
long day’s march with
his army when, in what
he believed was a sign
from heaven, he and his
army saw in the sky, and
by the rays of the setting sun, a pillar of light in the form of a
special cross. To sanctify the minds of his pagan army, he had
made a standard bearing a Cross like that seen and ordered it
to be carried before him in the wars. Several Christians in his
army came forward and avowed their faith following which
Constantine directed that they should wear on their armour a
red cross.
Having been successful in battle it is said that Constantine,
with the help of his chief bishop, Eusebius, opened a Conclave
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of the Knights of the Order whose members became the
bodyguard of their sovereign.
The ‘Masonic’ Order of the Red Cross of Constantine appears
to have been first organised in the United Kingdom by Charles
Shirreff in about 1780 AD, and was re-organised in 1804 by
Waller Rodwell Wright.
During the next 50 years the order was not very active until,
in 1865, Grand Imperial Conclave was reassembled for the
election and enthronement of William Henry Wright.
Since 1865 there has been steady and continuous working
and daughter Grand Imperial Conclaves have been formed
from England throughout the world and in recent years, in
Germany, France and Finland.
The Order of the Red Cross of Constantine belongs to the
‘East and West’ class of Initiatory Rites and consists of three
degrees - Knight, Priest-Mason and Prince-Mason - titles which
represent grades in the scale of Initiation.
The ceremonies
The order has five degrees:
Knight of the Red Cross of Constantine: This degree relates
to the well-known story of Constantine the Great, the Roman
Emperor who was miraculously converted to the Christian
faith. It tells of his divine vision, the institution of a special
standard, his subsequent victory over the rival Emperor
Maxentius and the creation of what is claimed to be the
oldest institution of Christian Knighthood. The substance of
the degree develops around the secret doctrine associated
with the Labarum, the banner of victory, while the lecture
contains a most interesting reference to the Roman College of
Architects. All regular business of the Conclave is conducted in
the degree of the Red Cross of Constantine.
The Sanctuary and Commandery are only for the purpose of
conferring the Appendant Orders.
The 2nd Degree is that of Venerable Eusebius and is one
of the symbolic Priesthoods. A Knight who has attained
this status is eligible for the office of Eminent Viceroy in a
Conclave provided he is a member of the Appendant Orders
of the Holy Sepulchre and of St. John the Evangelist and that
he is regularly elected to that office.
The 3rd Degree is confined to the Most Puissant Sovereign,
who represents Constantine, Sovereign-Prince of the East and
West. A Sovereign shall have served for one year in the office
of Viceroy in a regular Conclave. This Degree completes the
Rite of the Red Cross of
Constantine.
The Appendant Orders of
the Holy Sepulchre and
of St. John the Evangelist
were attached to the
Order of the Red Cross
of Constantine at an
early date and a separate
certificate is issued to
members of this Order.
There is no connection,
historically or ritually,
between the Masonic
Degree of Knight of the
Holy Sepulchre and the
mediaeval Military Order
of the same name, which is said to have been founded in the
11th century.
Knight of the Holy Sepulchre: Tradition asserts that this degree
originated after the discovery of the true Cross by St Helena.
It is concerned with the three days which intervened between
the Crucifixion and the Resurrection. This Order of Chivalry is
said to have been instituted by the mother of Constantine, to
maintain a guard at the Holy Place and is symbolised in the
ceremony by a vigil. The duties enjoined on the Knights were

the performance of the seven works of mercy.
Knight of St John the Evangelist: This is the second of the
Appendant degrees which are always conferred together
and is founded upon a tradition concerning a remarkable
discovery made at the ruins of the Temple at Jerusalem and
the subsequent foundation of the Knights of St John. The
interpretation of the legend is of a most interesting and
instructive nature and is striking in its attempt to explain the
Craft and Royal Arch ceremonies in a purely Christian sense.
These are undoubtedly among the most impressive
ceremonies in the whole of Masonry.

A family affair
■■From left
to right,
W.Bro Ernie
Parsons,
W.Bro
Michael
Jelley, W.Bro
Graham
Jelley and
W.Bro John
Dempsey
Brench.

Regalia
Regalia for the Order is simple, just a sash and a jewel.
Meetings The Conclaves meet three or four times a year.
An invitation to join is not required. If you would like
further information about this Order, or details of how
to join a Conclave please email The Divisional Recorder –
Em.Kt. Albert Waite at albert.waite@virgin.net We very
much look forward to hearing from you.
Recent Appointments in the Order
RCC Grand Sovereign, M.Ill.Kt. Richard Victor Wallis, GCC,
appointed July 2008 at Grand Imperial Conclave has, earlier
this year, been appointed as Deputy Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons.
Additionally R.Ill & E.Kt. Peter Hawken, GCC, MBE, was
appointed the new Deputy Grand Sovereign (RCC) in July
of this year. Peter is a member the Provincial Grand Lodge
of the Royal Order of Scotland in Hertfordshire (and never
misses a meeting at St. Albans). Peter is also PGM of Mark
for Devonshire.

The installation meeting of Cranbourne Lodge No 1580
was a special event this year.
The Master Elect, Bro Michael Jelley, was installed in the
Chair by his father W.Bro Graham Jelley. And the two
other principal offices were occupied by his uncles, W.Bro
John Dempsey Brench, as senior warden and W.Bro Ernie
Parsons, junior warden.
The address to the Master was given by uncle John and
the address to the wardens was given by uncle Ernie.
Among the honoured guests was the R.W. Bro Colin
Harris the Provincial Grand Master who gave the address
to the brethren.
A total of 59 brethren attended the festive board
afterwards.

Eastgate Lodge
■■from left to
right, W.Bro
Ken Gussin,
W.Bro James
Young, W.Bro
Clive Church,
W.Bro Adrian
Bellamy,
W.Bro Robert
Wheeler and
W.Bro David
Sharman

At the Eastgate Lodge No
6694 installation meeting
in May, W.Bro Bob Wheeler,
who was first installed some
30 three years ago, was
again installed as Worshipful
Master at the grand age of 84.
At the festive board,
accompanied by W.Bro James
Young, Assistant Provincial
Grand Master, Bob and the
members welcomed two
representatives from The
Temple Lodge No 5196 in the
Province of Nottinghamshire.
W.Bro Adrian Bellamy and
W.Bro Clive Church are being
sponsored by the freemasons
of Nottinghamshire to visit
a Lodge in every Province in
England and Wales – there

are 47 in all.
They are paying all their own
expenses and do not expect
donations from the Lodges
they attend.
Money they raise
in sponsorship in
Nottinghamshire is going to
The Nottinghamshire 2018
Festival.
Adrian had explained this
to W.Bro Ken Gussin, who
arranged their visit to
Eastgate Lodge on behalf of
the Hertfordshire Province.
Before they left for
Nottingham, they were
presented with a memento
to remind them of their visit,
supplied and engraved by
W.Bro Arthur Elms.
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Old Verulamians Lodge
Garden Party

Around 60 members, family
and friends attended Old
Verulamian’s Lodge (No.7988)
annual garden party in
July at the home of lodge
almoner Tony Martin.
The afternoon, full of chatter
and bonhomie, went all too
fast as all present tucked
into barbeque fare cooked
by Lodge treasurer Peter
Addington and salads, cheese
and biscuits, and desserts
provided by the Martin
family, all washed down with
abundant quantities of wine,
ale and other drinks.
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The raffle was graced as
usual by two pictures painted
and donated by Ralph
Howell. Many other prizes
were donated by members,
which meant that sales of
tickets were up to the normal
generous level.
The annual garden party
is one of the Lodge’s main
charity events and was this
year in aid of a cause close to
the heart of both the Lodge’s
current Master Richard Daish
and the almoner – the British
Polio Fellowship. The Lodge
donated £600 to the charity.

Knebworth and WGC
Garden Party
The annual garden party
staged by Knebworth and
WGC Lodges proved yet
another record-breaker.
Around 430 people
attended the summer bash
in Alan Tyler’s Burnham
Green garden – and helped
raise £17,000.
The money will be split
between four worthy
causes – Garden House
Hospice, the infant still
birth charity Tommy’s,
Herts Air Ambulance and
Jubilee House in Welwyn
Garden City.

The event was jointly
organised by Alan and
Simon Cooper.
Alan said: “We were
incredibly pleased with
how things went.
“The weather was once
again kind to us and we
raised another record
amount of money for
charity.
“It was a brilliant day. We
are lucky as we don’t have
to go out and push to sell
tickets, it is great value for
money and people come to
us year after year.”

Freemasons in the community
Members of Bissei Lodge 6563 have
been spreading the Masonic word.
They attended two community events
to demonstrate the sort of work
being done by Lodges throughout the
Province.
The first outing was to the Watford
Celebration, at St Michael’s and all
Angels in West Watford on the late May
Bank Holiday Monday.
The team was led by W.Bro Paul Kiff
and included W.Bro Justin Tepper,
W.Bro Derrick Lyons and W.Bro Malcolm
Spinage.
A Lodge spokesman said: “The event
was opened by W.Bro Malcolm Spinage,
at the organiser’s request, playing his
bagpipes which he did to great acclaim.
“We had a stall in the church and
were really surprised at the wonderful
reception we received.
“Visitors to our stand included the High
Sheriff of Hertfordshire, Viscountess
Trenchard, who was really amazed at
the amount of charity work we do. She

was particularly enthusiastic about the
work of the Masonic fishing Charity,
the MTSFC, and expressed an interest in
visiting one of their future events.”
The second event was Radlett Festival.
The team included W.Bros Justin,
Graham, Peter, Derrick and John along
with help from three members wives
Sam, Janet and Jeanette.
The spokesman said: “We volunteered
our services and agreed to man one
of the entry gates; the ladies did an
excellent job, the men only helping to
give them breaks.
“Again we had a really good reception
from the public and at one point had
people not being able to get into the
gazebo because we were so busy.
“The weather was not very good,
but the event was well attended by
approximately 5,000 people. “We were
also interviewed on Verulam Radio.
“What a great time we have had taking
Freemasonry into the local community!”

■■Above the team at Watford Celebration,
below at Radlett Festival

Verulam Chapter meal
Members of Verulam Chapter 6131 hosted their customary
Sunday lunch event back in the spring.
The companions, guests from Verulam Lodge, families and
friends, attended.
It was organised by E.Comp Manoo C.P. Mootien, as part of his
year of office as Z of the chapter.
He said: “The lunch was enjoyed by 53 people.
“They were entertained with live music and an excellent lunch
at the Ardmore House Hotel, Belvedere Ristorante Italiano.”

Royal British Legion
It was only a few years ago the British Legion’s Hatfield
branch was struggling to survive.
There had been problems with the lease, burst water tanks
destroying furniture and fittings, no power or water supplies
and a dramatically declining membership.
The clubhouse itself was even forced to close.
But, after help from members of two Masonic Lodges, Park St
Lodge(8556)in the Province of Hertforshire and United Arts
Rifles Lodge (3817) in London and a local businessman, things
took a turn for the better.
So much so that it was recently presented with a top award.
Club spokesman Martin O’Brien said: “The club has been
refurbished, the creditors satisfied and we now have a
membership approaching 300.
“We recently received the British Legion’s highest award at
the National Conference in Wales for the most improved
membership in the UK.”
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